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ADMISSION TEST 2024 

 

March 6, 2024 
 
 
 

American Section British Section 

Lycée International de l’Est Parisien 
Lycée Edouard Branly 
Lycée Evariste Gallois 
Nouveau lycée de Vincennes 

 
 

Length: 1h30 
 

No dictionary allowed 
 

Make sure you have all 9 pages of this test. 
 

READ CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU START 
 
● Write down your candidate number at the top-right of every page. 
● Candidates are allowed to annotate and highlight the text. 
● All your answers must be written on the answer sheet.  
● Make sure you write clearly and do not use a pencil. 
● Make sure you follow the instructions. 
 
At the end of the exam, hand in all the papers you have (exam paper, text, draft copy) 
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1. What did the narrator's parents do during the first two weeks of the narrator's 
condition? 

A. Continued their regular routines 
B. Took turns caring for the narrator 
C. Hired a nurse for assistance 
D. Sent the narrator to stay with relatives 

 
 
2. Why did the narrator's mother go to the fish market one day? 

A. To buy new shoes 
B. To get medicine 
C. To fetch dinner ingredients 
D. To visit a friend 

 
 
3. What did the mother suggest the narrator do before leaving the house? 

A. To not touch anything 
B. To lie down and sleep 
C. To make sure the door is locked 
D. To not wait up 

 
 
4. What suddenly caught the narrator's attention when she was alone? 

A. Television noise 
B. Rain tapping on the window 
C. Photographs on a table 
D. Music playing in the background 

 
 
5. What caused the narrator's mother to have a headache? 

A. A fight with the narrator 
B. A sudden rainstorm 
C. Cooking in a hot kitchen 
D. An argument with the father 

 
 
6. What action did the narrator take with the photographs? 

A. Dust them off 
B. Get rid them in the dustbin 
C. Soak them in water 
D. Hang them on the wall 

 
 
7. What is the meaning of the word “undertaker” (l. 25)? 

A. An entrepreneur 
B. A serial killer 
C. A funeral director 
D. A doctor 

Do not answer questions on this sheet. 
Use the answer sheet on the first page of this test. 

 



AMERICAN/BRITISH ENTRANCE TEST 2024                            Candidate Number: _____________ 

 4 

 
8. Line 24 “the new sounds I heard” - What sounds did she actually hear?  

A. The undertaker’s footsteps 
B. Her mother’s wails 
C. Rain on the roof 
D. The reader cannot know 

 
 
9. Observe line 29 “They did this for so long that they began to perspire quite a bit (...)”. 
In this sentence, who are “they”? 

A. The parents 
B. The sounds of the undertaker 
C. The shoes 
D. The photographs 

 
 
10. Why did the narrator have a fight with her mother over a pair of shoes? 

A. The shoes were too expensive. 
B. The shoes were not suitable for church. 
C. The mother wanted the shoes for herself. 
D. The narrator didn't like the design. 

 
 
11. What did the photographs on the table appear to do? 

A. Dance 
B. Change in size 
C. Talk 
D. Disappear 

 
 
12. What was the father's reaction to the narrator’s actions? 

A. Laughed 
B. Scolded the narrator 
C. Expressed sympathy 
D. Ignored the mess 

 
 
13. What part of the pictures disappeared? 

A. Faces in the wedding picture 
B. Background details 
C. Entire bodies in all pictures 
D. Only the narrator's face 

 
 
14. Which two words best describe the narrator’s state of mind when saying “I wish 
you were dead” (lines 19 & 20) to her mother? 

A. Amusement and indifference 
B. Anger and remorse  
C. Delusion and disappointment 
D. Pride and sadness 

 
 
 



AMERICAN/BRITISH ENTRANCE TEST 2024                            Candidate Number: _____________ 

 5 

 
15. What did the mother use to calm her headache caused by the argument? 

A. A good bath 
B. Chemical painkillers 
C. Spending time feeding animals with fruit 
D. Natural herbs 

 
 
16. In your opinion, what themes is the author trying to discuss? 

A. Family relationships and personal identity 
B. Religion and authority 
C. Difficult jobs and class conflict 
D. Photography and clothes  

 
 
17. What is the implication of the phrase “a worried bleat” (line 38)? 

A. The narrator is comparing her mother to a farm animal. 
B. It emphasises the mother’s pain. 
C. The narrator is making fun of the mother. 
D. It highlights the mother’s anger. 

 
 
18. What does the erasing of specific elements from the pictures symbolise? 

A. Expressing her aesthetic preference 
B. Fulfilling her creative artistic talent 
C. Obliterating part of her past 
D. Making an unintentional mistake 

 
 
19. Line 28 “(…) a music I was not privy to.” - what does this mean? 

A. I did not have any privacy when listening to music. 
B. I had never heard that music before. 
C. I was deprived of my right to listen to music. 
D. I was not able to hear the music. 

 
 
20. The narrator deals with the photographs as if … 

A. she were a mother taking care of babies. 
B. she were a cleaner washing clothes. 
C. she were a chef cooking a meal. 
D. she were a nurse taking care of patient. 
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Reading Test -- Answer Sheet 
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WRITING 
 
Choose from one of the 3 options below (250 words): 

 
1. As the saying goes, ‘a picture is worth a thousand words.’ How true is this statement 

for you? 
 

2. Write one or two entries from the mother’s diary following the photograph incident.  
 

3. Write the beginning of a story that corresponds to this image: 
 
 

Lily Furedi,Subway, 1934, oil on canvas, Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
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Writing: 
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